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{Translated for the Missionary Intelligencer, from the German,] 
(CONCLUDED FROM THE LAST NUMBER.) 


Our chur®, that of the United Brethren being, (according to his 
opinion) the beast from the bottomless pit, 1 as its ambassador ought 
to be expelled first of all. He carries about with him various 
libels against the Brethren’s Church, and reads them to the people; 
besides he tells the people a number of falsehoods, declaring in direct 
terms, that those parents who sent their children into the Brethren’s 
congregation, were sacrificing them to Baal. He forcibly imposes him- 
self upon other people; but he shuns me, notwithstanding that many 
of our friends request him, to canvass the matter with me personally— 
naming the day of my intended arrival. He actually succeeded in mis- 
leading some weak minds, particularly by dint of a written communica- 
tion, promulgated by him in the name of several respectable Brethren, 
wherein he depicted me as the true angel of the prince of darkness, in 
the shape of light, as the real wolf among the flock, of whom he ear- 
nestly begged and warned all to beware. The awakened souls in 
Zichert being informed of the schism he had thus occasioned at Der- 
mitzel, and that even the man who was to convey me hither, bad there- 
by been induced to refuse doing so, they themselves sent a conveyance 
to Balz, to carry me to their place. But I really felt very much de- 
jected on my arrival, and my mind was filled With great anxiety, when 
I perceived that I would be obliged to spend my time for hours to- 


* Low grounds, formerly overflowed by the rivers Warthe and Netz, but 
now subjected to cultivation by means of draining ditches or canals. 
Von. 1. N 





mission TO PERSIA 


The son of a publican came to the caravan in order to demand the toll 
He did thes in the rudest manner, and threatened us with the bastinado 
if we did not instantly pay twenty rupees. All remonstrances being 
im vain, the abovementioned ass-driver weat to the father, and suac- 
ceeded in bringing down the demand to one half, Although we sold 
some more of our clothes here, we should not have been able to render 
payment, uf the asedriver had not advanced us some money. This 
was to be repaid at Basher, and to this town we bad ne recommenda- 
trons, We arriwed there on the *th of August. Our caravansera wae 
not far from the Duteh feetery; we went there immediately, and dis 
closed our sstuation to the Duteh commissary, whe not onl) advanced 
the money, but alo showed as many other favours, Having hed to 
waite great while for a favourable wind, to proseeute our voyage 
weross the Persian gulf, we set sail on the 20th, arrived in the Arebien 
river, of the united Euphrates and Tigris, September 6th, and three 
days after reached Bassora 

\t thee place, the English and Duteh consuls seemed to vie with each 
other, whe should shew us the greatest proofs of kindness. They also 
warmly urged us to establish ourselves in this city, which presented so 
many advantages; but we stedfastly declined the offer 

In the house of the English vice-consul, we at last sew a man of the 
Gebre nation, who was servant to the family; be, however, was not 
a native of Persia, but of Surat, in the East Indies, where more of his 
nation reside. They are descendants from the Persian Gebres, and 
therefore call themselves Parsis. During the time of our stay here, 
which was protracted till in February, 1749, | caught a burning fever 
My departure seemed near at hand, and in expectation of that event, I 
had a preliminary conversation with Brother Rueffer. The sickness, 
however, changed into an intermittent fever, from which I recovered 
but slowly. We continued our journey to Bagdad by water, and from 
thence returned to Alexandretta by the same route we had come. 
Every where the directors of the European trading companies were 
very obliging in assisting us in the prosecution of our journey. We 
found no other opportunity tw pass over to Europe, but by way of 
Egypt. 

On our arrival at Damietta, we were both ill, and Brother Rueffer 
soon became very sick. He declared, that he would infallibly depart 
this life, and that he was resigned to His Master’s will. 

I did every thing | could towards his relief and recovery, but with- 
out the desired effect; and on the 26th of July, 1749, he sweetly fell 
asleep. My eyes were filled with tears all that day, for I sensibly felt 
the loss I had sustained. At my request, the Greek Protopop allowed 
his remains to be interred in the burial place of the Greeks.—Having 
collected much information with respect to the country and its inhabi- 
tants, | took shipping for Leghorn, and returned from thence to 
Germany. 


Thus terminated the attempt, to afford the poor Gebres, a nation 
sitting in darkness, an opportunity of becoming acquainted with the 





SELECTIONS FROM THE RECORDS, Kc. 187 


true hght, (Jobu 1. 9.\—an undertaking attended with many hardships 
and dangers, and no inconsiderable expence. The attempt proved 
abortive, but in concerns of this nature, we should pot regret even a 
fruitless effort, and these whe have undertaken it, may be content, if 
ence they shall receive this testimony 


They have done what they cowld ' 


SELECTIONS 


From the Records of the United Brethren’s Church 
No. IV 


Origin of the Unity of the Brethren. 


The small and despised flocks of true believers in Bohemia and 
Moravia now found themselves forsaken by all men, and like destitute 
orphans. But God so disposed events, that the very refusal of Rokyzan 
publicly to espouse their cause, became the means, of forming the 
Unity of the Brethren. ‘The ambitious archbishop was too well con- 
vinced of the justice of the cause of these faithful people, to leave them 
as a prey to their adversaries, without feeling some remorse of con- 
science. He therefore procured from his sovereign, Podiebrad, leave 
for them to retire to his own domains, in the lordship of Litiz, on the 
borders of Silesia and Moravia, which had been laid waste during the 
war; and there to build a settlement, in which they might enjoy per- 
fect liberty of conscience, and a free exercise of their religion. 

Upon this, many families, citizens, men of letters, and nobles, both 
from Prague, and other places in Buhemia and Moravia, removed to 
the lordship of Litiz, where their numbers increased so fast, that in a 
few years they occupied several villages. ‘They chose some upright 
Calixtine clergymen to be their teachers, among whom Michael Brada- 
zius distinguished himself. They regulated their doctrine and church- 
discipline, to the best of their knowledge, according to the rules and 
practice of Jesus and his apostles, and at first called themselves, Fra- 
tres legis Christi, “‘ Brethren after the rule of Christ.” But as igno- 
rant people began on that.account to consider them asa new order of 
monks, they adopted the simple name of Brethren; and called the 
whole body in connexion with them, which comprehended many of the 
same persuasion in Bohemia and Moravia, Unitas Fratrum, the Unity 
of the Brethren, or the United Brethren; which appellation has been 


, 
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preserved to this day. All the members of this communion covenanted 
to observe a more strict church-discipline, to suffer all things for con- 
science sake, and to defend themselves, not by force of arms, but by 
prayer and calm remonstrance, against their enemes. 

Three years had scarcely elapsed before they were exposed to new 
tribulations. Both Calixtines and papists denounced them, not only as 
heretics, but as secret conspirators, who meant to renew all the horrors 
of the Hussite war, and even to seize the government. They were 
therefore summoned to appear before the consistory at Prague; but 
though they fully proved the falsehood of these accusations, yet no one 
ventured to protect them against their enemies. King Podiebrad him- 
self, who was at first inclined to favour them, was prevailed upon to 
give his consent to a general persecution of the Brethren, on the ground, 
that at his coronation, he had taken an oath to extirpate all heretics. 
Immediately the Brethren, both in Bohemia and Moravia, were de- 
clared outlaws, great numbers driven from their possessions, and spoil- 
ed of their goods; the sick were thrown out into the fields, where many 
died with cold and hunger; others were cast into prison, put to the 
rack, quartered, or burnt. The pretended object of these cruelties 
was, to extort a confession of their seditious views. Considerable num- 
bers having suffered, without any proof of guilt being obtained, the 
remnant of them were at last left to themselves in the most miserable 
condition. During this persecution, the Brethren at Litiz did not fail 
to send messengers to strengthen their persecuted brethren in every 
place, and to exhort them to patience. With this view, Gregorius, 
Rokyzan’s nephew, came to Prague, where the Brethren being assem- 
bled in a house (in the Little City) to partake of the sacrament, a judge, 
who secretly favoured them, sent privately to advise them to depart. 
Gregorius, who believed, that Christians ought not unnecessarily to 
expose themselves to danger, was of opinion, that they should not even 
stay to take their meal, but fly immediately, The rest exclaimed, 
* No, whoever is stedfast in the faith, will not fy. Let us eat in peace, 
and take what may happen.” Some students even boasted, that the 
rack and the stake were trifles to them. Thus they were soon surpri- 
sed in the house by the officers of justice; and the judge, standing in 
the door, called out to them—*“ It is written, that all that will live 
godly in Christ Jesus, shall suffer persecution; I command you, there- 
fore, in the King’s name, to follow me to prison.” Soon after their 
apprehension, orders arrived to put them to the rack, and make them 
confess their rebellious intentions. The dread of torture now influen- 
ced all those, who had so lately boasted of their fortitude, to deny their 
profession. But Gregorius, who by historians is called the Patriarch 
of the Brethren, was not intimidated. Being stretched on the rack, 
he fell into a swoon, so that all present supposed him dead. On hear- 
ing this news, bis uncle Rokyzan hastened to the spot, and burst into 
lamentations and tears, passionately exclaiming, “ O, my dear Grego- 
rius, would to God, | were where thou art!” Gregorius, however, 
revived, and was afterwards released. He related, that in his swoon 
he had seen a magnificent tree full of the finest fruits, upon which flocks 
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of birds were feasting, singing melodiously, and kept in order by a 
friendly boy with a staff. ‘Three venerable men stood near, as guards, 
whose appearance he declared, six years after this event, to have been 
like that of the three men, chosen to be the first bishops of the Unitas 
Fratrum. 

By the lamentations and expressions of Rokyzan, on this occasion, 
the Brethren conceived hopes, that some good dispositions still remain- 
ed in his heart. They therefore once more renewed their application, 
requesting, that he would either proceed to a thorough reformation of 
the church, or undertake the management and defence of their cause. 
But when they found, that they could not prevail with the prelate, who 
loved the praise of men more than the praise of God, they took their 
last leave of him in a letter, with these words, “ Thou art of the world, 
and wilt perish with the world.” Rokyzan was so much exasperated 
by this declaration, that he continued the most bitter enemy of the 
Brethren to his death, and even employed his influence with the king 
against them. But the bishop of Breslau having advised the king 
against all kind of bloody persecution, the heretics, in his opinion, be- 
ing rather multiplied than destroyed by them, Podiebrad commanded, 
that they should only be hunted out, and driven from their dwellings. 
They were therefore obliged to hide themselves in the mountains and 
forests. 


DOMESTIC MISSIONS 


Of the United Brethren on the Continent of Europe. 


Number of Missionaries, 


In Germany and Prussia, 

— Switzerland and France, - 
— Denmark, Norway, and Sweden, 
—the Russian Empire, - - 





ACCOUNTS FROM 


EXTRACT 


From the latest Reports of the Provincial Conference at Bethlehem, 
Pennsylvania. 


JUNE, JULY, AND avewst, 1822. 


A letter from Brother Sautter, dated St. Johns, Antigua, April 30tb, 
contains the following particulars: “ By the Divine assistance, our 
fifth establishment, at Cedar-hall, is nearly accomplished; it is attended 
by Brother Ellis, and the prospect of gathering a congregation there, 
is favourable. At Mountjoy, Mr. Otto’s Estate, where a church has 
been built, we preach every two weeks, which, however, in the sequel, 
will prove rather inconvenient, and renders the erection of a dwelling 
for a Missionary to reside there, very desirable. This will have to be 
postponed until the return of the proprietor from Europe, as the sum, 
subscribed by friends, has been expended on the church, and the sugar- 
crop has turned out but indifferently. The new Missionary Brethren 
Brunner and Robins have entered with spirit upon their charge; the 
former at Gracehill, the latter at St. John’s. Brother Taylor is remo- 
ved from Gracehill to Newfield, to supply the place of Brother Stob- 
wasser, who sailed for Europe on the 15th of April. All the Missiona- 
ries were well. 

On Sunday, the 14th of April, we met 417 persons, who had been 
baptized since Easter of last year, and 245, who had been admitted to 
the Lerd’s table. The meeting was solemn, and distinguished by a 
sense of the Divine presence. 

A Mission in the island of Dominica is now about to be established, 
at the expense of the proprietors, who have made the request. That 
island is not considered healthy, which is confirmed by the death of 
several Methodist Missionaries, stationed there. The French language 
is still much in vogue, and a knowledge of it will be requisite for the 
Missionary, who may be sent thither. 

In St. Kitts, the Mission continues to flourish, especially at the new 
station of Bethesda. The ill health of Brother Kaltofen, who resides 
there, occasioned an application for assistance from Antigua, which 
our circumstances, however, would not admit of complying with for the 
present.”* 





ANTIG UA 


Additional particulars from private Letters. 


—_- 


From Brother Savrter—dated 


Sr. Jouns, (dntigua,) July 19, 1822. 


The work of the Lord continues to prosper. For a considerable 
time back, our church has been thronged every Sunday, and frequently 
there is not room for all that attend. ‘The same is the case on Tues- 
day, Wednesday, and Friday evenings, in the first meeting, which is 
public. For we have two meetings on these evenings; first public 
service, and then class meetings; on Tuesdays for new applicants, 
Wednesdays for candidates for baptism; Thursdays, first for baptized 
members, and then for candidates for the Lord’s supper; and Fri- 
days for the communicants. On Monday evening we teach an Adult 
School. 

On the 7th instant, we had a blessed prayer-day. Although we had 
transferred three hundred new applicants, candidates for baptism, Kc. 
to Cedar-hall, we spoke individually, during the preceding week, with 
1997 persons. Of this number, 69 were appointed for baptism and 
reception; 76 as candidates for baptism, and seven for re-admission.— 
The presence of the Lord our Saviour was sensibly felt amongst us on 
this occasion. 


From Brother Jounx R. Scumipt—dated 


Sprine-Prace, August 1, 1822. 

In the course of last week, I paid an agreeable visit, in company 
with Brother Proske, at our Brother Charles R. Hicks’, and in that 
vicinity. As Brother Hicks is prevented by a sore leg, from attending 
at Spring-Place, I administered the Lord’s Supper at his house, when 
his wife was present as a Candidate. The Lord was in the midst of 
us. We visited from house to house through the neighbourhood, 
and were every-where hospitably received. Some time ago, I made 
an excursion to Mr. M‘Nair’s, where I had an opportunity of preaching 
to about forty persons, whites, Indians, half-breeds, and negroes. In 
that vicinity I likewise paid domestic visits to the people, in company 
with Mr. M‘Nair. All expressed their gratitude for the privilege of 
hearing the gospel, and wished me to repeat my visits frequently. Ah! 
the harvest truly is great, and few are the labourers. The present ap- 
pears to be a peculiar time with the Indions, and the prospect of suc- 


cess in the Missionary work among them is brightening. ° 
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As an instance of the faithfulness of Jesus, the great Shepherd of 
souls, I must mention the following circumstance, related to me by 
Brother Hicks. It regards poor Richard, a former scholar of Brother 
and Sister Gambold’s, who died some time ago, of a consumption. 
While at school, a work of grace was evidently commenced in his 
soul; but, after leaving Spring-Place, this poor youth fell m with evil 
company, and spent the rest of his days in sin and vice of every de- 
scription, which brought on an early death. A day before his de- 
cease, conscience awoke; and the Spirit of God, powerfully reminding 
him of the instructions he had received at Spring-Place, set the sins of 
his youth in array before him, but at the same time brought to his re- 
collection the compesssionate friend of sinners, who will cast out none, 
that cometh unto him. He turned to Jesus, in his distress of mind, 
sought pardon, and found acceptance. Having sent for Mr. Chamber- 
lain at Brainerd, who was the nearest at hand, he expressed his deep 
sorrow for having disregarded the advice of his kind instructors, and 
wasted his youthful days in the service of sin. He was directed to 
Jesus, for comfort; whereupon he declared, that he had a comfortable 
assurance of acceptance with God.—Half an hour before he expired, 
he said to his mother: “ Dear Mother, do not weep or grieve on my 
account. God, my Redeemer, has forgiven all my sins, and after death, 
my soul will goto heaven. But, my dear Mother, seek the salvation 


of your own soul. Believe what the Missionaries tell us; they show 
us the right way. Follow their advice, and we shall meet again, and 
rejoice together in heaven.” (This poor woman, like many of the 
Cherokee nation, never knew, that she had an immortal soul!) In 
this happy frame of mind, he expired. How will our dear departed 
Sister Gambold rejoice, with the angels of heaven, over this sheep that 
was lost, and behold, it is found! 


To Scsscntnens. The Editor having commenced the work on the Ist of 
April, but wishing to complete four numbere within the year, the present Num- 
ber appears before the expiration of the quarter. 


TERMS OF THE PUBLICATION. 


I. The work to appear in quarterly numbers of 48 pages, octavo, printed 
on good paper, with a new type, and stiched in a coloured cover, with a title 
page, and table of contents. 

Il. The annual subscription to be One Dollar, payable on the delivery of 
the second number of every year. Persons obtaining ten subscribers, and 
becoming answerable for the amount, shall be entitled to a copy gratis. 

Ill. Subscriptions will be received for no less a period than a year. Sub- 
scribers, wishing to withdraw their names, should give notice of their inten- 
tion before the publication of the fourth number subscribed for. 





